
 

 
VIA E-MAIL 
 

July 6, 2026 
 
To: Pasquotank County Board of Elections  

Larry Beatty, Board Chair 
Deborah Hurdle, Secretary 
Michele Aydlett, Member 
George Hague, Member 
Darlene Spellman, Member 

 
cc: Janae Hedgepeth, Elections Director 
 
 
Re: Pasquotank County Early Voting Plan 
 
 
Dear Members of the Pasquotank County Board of Elections, 
 
We write at the request of concerned Pasquotank voters to express concern with the proposal to 
cut Sunday early voting and to move Pasquotank County’s early voting site away from the K. E. 
White Graduate Center on the Elizabeth City State University Campus.  
 
Our research indicates that this early voting proposal will limit access to Pasquotank County 
voters and result in depressed turnout, burdening the ability of eligible citizens to cast a 
ballot in the upcoming primary election. We strongly urge the Board of Elections to instead 
unanimously approve an early voting plan consistent with those successfully used in the last three 
(2024, 2022 and 2020) general elections: voting at the K.E. White Graduate Center, with Sunday 
hours available.  
 

1. Pasquotank County has consistently offered Saturday and Sunday early voting in the 
past three general elections. 

 
Since 2020, the Pasquotank County Board of Elections has successfully offered voting hours on 
Sundays and Saturdays, as shown by the past early voting plans shown below.1 Accordingly, voters 
will be expecting weekend early voting, including on Sundays, and will likely experience 
confusion and difficulty if this availability suddenly stops. 
 

 
1 Prior early voting plans are available on the State Board of Elections website at https://dl.ncsbe.gov/?prefix=One-
Stop_Early_Voting/.  

https://dl.ncsbe.gov/?prefix=One-Stop_Early_Voting/
https://dl.ncsbe.gov/?prefix=One-Stop_Early_Voting/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Turnout data available from the State Board of Elections indicates that weekend availability is a 
good investment for the county: as indicated below, Pasquotank voters use more weekend hours 
when more are available, and early voting turnout overall trends upward with the more weekend 
hours that are offered. Cutting early voting will likely result in a downward trend of voter turnout, 
in addition to creating higher burdens on election-day precincts during peak hours. 
 
Table 1: Early Voting Year-over-Year Summary2 

Year Sites Weekend 
Hrs 

Weekday 
Hrs Total EV % Weekend 

2016 1 10 110 11,415 11.5% 

2018 1 9 117 8,400 11.2% 

2020 1 29.5 138 13,815 16.1% 

2022 1 22.5 138 8,633 15.0% 

 
2 Early voting turnout data is available from the State Board of Elections at https://dl.ncsbe.gov/?prefix=ENRS/.  

https://dl.ncsbe.gov/?prefix=ENRS/


 

2024 1 25 138 14,737 16.4% 

 
Data also indicates that cutting Sunday hours will unduly burden Black and African American 
voters in particular. For example, in the 2022 and 2024 general elections, voters identifying as 
Black or African American utilized weekend early voting at higher rates than the overall average 
weekend reliance for voters.  
 
Accordingly, the cut of weekend hours, and specifically Sunday hours, could violate N.C. Gen. 
Stat. § 163-166.35(a), which prohibits early voting plans that disproportionately disfavor any race 
or party.3  
 

2. Pasquotank County has successfully used the K.E. White Graduate Center in the past 
three federal elections. 

 
As shown above, Pasquotank has successfully used the K.E. White Graduate Center for early 
voting in 2020, 2022, and 2024. We understand that the move was made to this location when the 
County searched for a more spacious and accessible location during the COVID-19 pandemic and 
that, due to its ease and accessibility as an early voting site, continued to use it in lieu of the County 
Board of Elections. 
 
Moving this location is likely to cause unnecessary confusion to voters. We also understand that 
the K.E. White Graduate Center is easier for pedestrian voters (i.e., individuals without cars), 
including students at Elizabeth City State University campus. Accordingly, moving this site may 
further burden younger voters, likewise in violation of N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-166.35(a). 
 

3. The Board should decide an early voting plan based on the needs of Pasquotank 
voters, not the desires of politicians in Raleigh.  

 
As public servants, members of County Boards of Elections are expected to serve their 
communities and take an oath to “well and truly execute the duties” of their office.4 We understand 
there have been reports of political pressure on County Board members across North Carolina to 
restrict early voting according to the desires of politicians in Raleigh. See Jane C. Timm, “ How 
an under-the-radar GOP official is shaping local voting plans in North Carolina,” NBC.com (June 
29, 2026), https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2026-election/-radar-gop-official-shaping-local-
voting-plans-north-carolina-rcna351556.  
 
Unfortunately, improper political pressure has been applied to Pasquotank County’s early voting 
plan.5 Public records indicate that political appointees in the State Auditor’s Office have pressured 

 
3 See N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-166.35(a) (“The State Board, in that plan, shall take into consideration whether the Plan 
for Implementation disproportionately favors any party, racial or ethnic group, or candidate”). 
4 N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-30.  
5 Sailor Jones, ‘Drop Sunday’ text message shows state Auditor’s politics behind Pasquotank’s early voting plan, 
Daily Advance (July 6, 2026), https://www.dailyadvance.com/opinion/editorial_columnists/opinion-drop-sunday-
text-message-shows-state-auditor-s-politics-behind-pasquotank-s-early-voting/article_698dac33-4397-4116-a529-
8ac37504acda.html.  

https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2026-election/-radar-gop-official-shaping-local-voting-plans-north-carolina-rcna351556
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2026-election/-radar-gop-official-shaping-local-voting-plans-north-carolina-rcna351556
https://www.dailyadvance.com/opinion/editorial_columnists/opinion-drop-sunday-text-message-shows-state-auditor-s-politics-behind-pasquotank-s-early-voting/article_698dac33-4397-4116-a529-8ac37504acda.html
https://www.dailyadvance.com/opinion/editorial_columnists/opinion-drop-sunday-text-message-shows-state-auditor-s-politics-behind-pasquotank-s-early-voting/article_698dac33-4397-4116-a529-8ac37504acda.html
https://www.dailyadvance.com/opinion/editorial_columnists/opinion-drop-sunday-text-message-shows-state-auditor-s-politics-behind-pasquotank-s-early-voting/article_698dac33-4397-4116-a529-8ac37504acda.html


 

members of this Board to adopt a Raleigh-preferred early voting plan that would cut Sunday voting 
options for Pasquotank voters. These messages raise troubling implications concerning undue 
political favoritism in the adoption of Pasquotank County’s early voting plan, in violation of state 
law, and Pasquotank voters may reasonably wonder whether their voting access is being 
subordinated to political priorities from Raleigh politicians. 
  
We urge you to stay true to your obligations to instead implement an early voting plan designed to 
serve all voters in Pasquotank County, based on the needs and experiences of voters in Pasquotank 
County. 
 
At least publicly, North Carolina State Auditor Dave Boliek has stated that one of his goals is to 
“expand early voting access to underserved areas.”6 Earlier this year, Auditor Boliek touted that 
the state had more early voting sites for the 2026 primary compared to the 2022 primary election, 
adding that “keeping voting accessible to all eligible voters while not budging on security and 
election integrity is key to conducting secure and fair elections.”7 These publicly-stated goals 
appropriately align with legitimate state interests in ensuring free and fair elections for all North 
Carolinians and should be heeded.8 
 

* * * * * 
 

If you have any questions as you consider early voting plans, or should you be unable to agree on 
a unanimous plan, please do not hesitate to reach out to us. Our goal, which we hope you share, is 
to ensure that the early voting plan adopted by or ordered into effect for Pasquotank County is one 
that ensures that voters are able to exercise their fundamental right to vote. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Chris Shenton 
Senior Counsel, Voting Rights 
Southern Coalition for Social Justice 

 
6 Election Training and Information Sessions, North Carolina Office of the State Auditor (Dec. 2025), 
https://www.auditor.nc.gov/local-chairs-presentation/open . 
7 Early Voting to Begin with More Voting Sites, Voting Hours, North Carolina Office of the State Auditor (Feb. 11, 
2026), https://www.auditor.nc.gov/news/press-releases/2026/02/11/early-voting-begin-more-voting-sites-voting-
hours. 
8 N.C. Const. art. I, § 10 (“All elections shall be free.”). 
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