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Pursuant to Florida Rule of Appellate Procedure 9.300, 

Plaintiffs-Appellants Common Cause; the League of Women Voters of 

Florida, Inc.; and League of United Latin American Citizens 

respectfully move that this Court expedite this appeal. 

“This court is always willing to expedite appeals where the 

justice of the cause requires it.” Muniz v. Muniz, 789 So. 2d 370, 373 

n. 2 (Fla. 3d DCA 2001) (Sorondo, J., concurring). Here, where the 

lower court’s failure to issue a temporary injunction will almost 

certainly result in Floridians voting to elect lawmakers under an 

unconstitutional map absent this Court’s expedited review, the 

“justice of the cause” requires expediency.  

BACKGROUND  

In July 2025, Governor Ron DeSantis began publicly weighing 

a mid-census cycle redistricting in the state of Florida. Complaint at 

14, para 52, Common Cause et al. v. DeSantis et al., Case No. 2026 

CA 928 (Fla. 2d Cir. Ct., May 4, 2026) (hereinafter “Complaint”). In 

January 2026, shortly before Florida’s legislative session was 

scheduled to start, Governor DeSantis announced a special 

legislative session that would not commence until late April. 

Complaint at 14, para 53. Then, just days before that special session 
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was to begin, Governor DeSantis postponed it to April 28, 2026. 

Complaint at 15, para 56. 

  The Florida legislature voted to adopt the new map on April 29, 

2026. The legislature did not send the new map to the governor for 

signature until May 4, 2026. Complaint at 26, para 106. Governor 

DeSantis signed the 2026 Plan into law, and Appellants filed suit the 

same day.  

 Appellants then moved for a temporary injunction against the 

2026 Plan. Common Cause Pls.’ Mot. For Temporary Inj., Case No. 

2026 CA 928 (Fla. 2d Cir. Ct., May 112, 2026). On May 14, 2026, 

Appellants’ case was consolidated with two other cases challenging 

the 2026 Plan. Equal Ground Education Fund v. Byrd, Case No. 2026 

CA 000914 (Fla. 2d Cir. Ct.) (consolidated docket); Thompson-Wynn 

v. Byrd, Case No. 2026 CA 000925 (Fla. 2d Cir. Ct.). Appellants then 

argued in support of their motion the next day.  

 On May 26, 2026, upon receipt of a denial of their motion for 

temporary injunction, Appellants noticed an appeal to this court the 

very same day. Common Cause Pls.’ Notice of Appeal, Equal Ground 

Education Fund v. Byrd, No. 2026 CA 000914 (Fla. 2d Cir. Ct. May 

26, 2026). All three plaintiff groups filed a joint motion for pass-



3 
 

through certification on their individual dockets prior to filing their 

appeal. See, e.g., Suggestion for Pass-Through Certification, Equal 

Ground Education Fund v. Byrd, No. 1D2026-1539 (Fla. 1st DCA, May 

28, 2026). Appellants also filed their initial brief on the merits in this 

appeal on May 29. On June 1, the Court denied Appellants’ 

suggestion for pass-through.  

ARGUMENT 

 This Court should expedite review of this appeal in the interest 

of justice.  

 Appellees have controlled all aspects of timing with respect 

to the 2026 Plan. They have slowed down the ticking clock when most 

beneficial to their interests—for example, waiting until the latest 

possible moment to consider a redistricting map and then delaying 

delivery to Governor DeSantis for five days after the map’s passage. 

And they have accelerated the clock only when it served their needs. 

For instance, winding up the consideration, deliberation, and 

passage of the new 2026 congressional maps to just two days despite 

the unprecedented nature of their mid-decade redistricting effort.  

 Now that Appellees have manipulated the hands of time to their 

benefit to pass the 2026 Plan, they again seek to slow down this 
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litigation. Despite these timing hurdles created by Appellees, 

Plaintiffs-Appellants have moved at breakneck speed in this matter 

in recognition of the importance of the interests at hand.  

Recognizing that it is preferable to decide “any issues . . . before 

the election[,]” Florida courts have likewise permitted expedited 

proceedings in elections-related matters.  Fla. Educ. Ass’n v. Fla. 

Dep’t of State, 48 So. 3d 694, 697 & n.1 (Fla. 2010); see also League 

of Women Voters of Fla. v. Data Targeting, Inc., 140 So. 3d 510, 511, 

514 (Fla. 2014); Fla. Dep’t of State v. Fla. State Conf. of NAACP 

Branches, 43 So. 3d 662, 664 (Fla. 2010). Failure to address such 

issues quickly could be “irremediable”—there is no undoing an 

election. See State ex rel. Siegendorf v. Stone, 266 So. 2d 345, 347 

(Fla. 1972) (finding that it “would be irremediable” to remove 

individual “from the people’s consideration, and his name from the 

election ballot”).  

Here, given that the 2026 Plan bears on the “fundamental right 

to vote[,]” and that “once the election comes and goes, there can be 

no do-over and no redress[,]” Plaintiffs-Appellants urge this Court to 

expedite the resolution of their appeal. Madera v. Detzner, 325 F. 

Supp 3d 1269, 1282 (N.D. Fla. 2018) (cleaned up, quotations 
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omitted); League of Women Voters of N.C. v. North Carolina, 769 F.3d 

224, 247 (4th Cir. 2014).  

Plaintiffs-Appellants respectfully request that the Court order 

Appellees to file any response to this motion by 9:00am on June 3, 

2026.1 Consistent with the Equal Ground and Thompson-Wynn 

Appellants, Plaintiffs-Appellants respectfully request that the Court 

order Appellees to file any briefs in response to Plaintiffs-Appellants’ 

initial brief on appeal by June 3, 2026, and that any replies by 

Plaintiffs-Appellants to response briefs be filed on June 4, 2026.  

 Likewise, given the time-sensitive nature of this appeal, 

Plaintiffs-Appellants respectfully request that the Court dispense 

with oral argument and resolve the case on the briefs, and also that 

this Court issue a decision by June 5, 2026. 

CONCLUSION 

Wherefore, Plaintiffs-Appellants respectfully request that this 

Court grant this motion to expedite their appeal. 

 

 
1 The Equal Ground and Thompson-Wynn Appellants have already 
requested that Appellees respond to substantially similar motions to 
expedite by June 2, 2026. 
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Dated: June 2, 2026      Respectfully Submitted,  
 
           /s/ Jennifer Thelusma 
 Jennifer Thelusma (Fla. Bar No. 1019776) 

Matletha Bennette (Fla Bar No. 1003257) 
Southern Poverty Law Center 
2 South Biscayne Blvd, Suite 3200 
Miami, FL 33131 
786-347-2056 
Jennifer.thelusma@splcenter.org 
Matletha.bennette@splcenter.org 
 
Bradley E. Heard* 
Jack Genberg (Fla. Bar No. 1040638) 
Southern Poverty Law Center  
1101 17th Street NW, Suite 550 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
202-945-7904 
Bradley.heard@splcenter.org 
Jack.genberg@splcenter.org 
 
Christopher Shenton* 
Adrianne M. Spoto* 
Rachel Allore* 
Southern Coalition for Social Justice 
P.O. Box 51280 
Durham, N.C. 27717 
chrisshenton@scsj.org 
Adrianne@scsj.org 
Rachel@scsj.org 
 
Norman L. Eisen* 
Andrew H. Warren (Fla. Bar No. 646431) 
Democracy Defenders Fund 
600 Pennsylvania Avenue SE, Suite 15180 
Washington, D.C. 20003 
202-594-9958  
norman@democracydefenders.org  
andrew@democracydefenders.org  

mailto:Jennifer.thelusma@splcenter.org
mailto:Matletha.bennette@splcenter.org
mailto:Bradley.heard@splcenter.org
mailto:Jack.genberg@splcenter.org
mailto:chrisshenton@scsj.org
mailto:Adrianne@scsj.org
mailto:Rachel@scsj.org
mailto:norman@democracydefenders.org
mailto:andrew@democracydefenders.org


7 
 

 
John A. Freedman* 
Elisabeth S. Theodore* 
G. Thomas Rivera III* 
Orion de Nevers* 
Nicholas Casmier Anway* 
ARNOLD & PORTER KAYE SCHOLER LLP 
601 Massachusetts Ave., NW 
Washington, D.C.  20001 
202-942-5000 
john.freedman@arnoldporter.com 
elisabeth.theodore@arnoldporter.com 
tom.rivera@arnoldporter.com 
orion.denevers@arnoldporter.com 
nicholas.casmier.Anway@arnoldporter.com 
 
*Pro hac vice motion forthcoming 
 
 
Counsel for Appellants 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that on June 2, 2026, I electronically filed the 
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/s/ Jennifer Thelusma 

 Jennifer Thelusma 
Florida Bar No. 1019776 
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I hereby certify that the foregoing brief is in Bookman Old Style 

14-point font and complies with the font requirements of Rule 9.045 

of the Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure. 
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 Jennifer Thelusma 
Florida Bar No. 1019776 
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