
NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY 

 IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE 
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION 
 

 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
 
   Plaintiff, 
 
 v. 
 
MARIAH DENISE KING, 
 
   Defendant. 
 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 
                   24CR368446-310 
 
 

 
MOTION TO PRESERVE EVIDENCE 

 
 

 COMES NOW Defendant, by and through her undersigned counsel, and respectfully 
moves the Court for entry of an Order directing the Department of Social Services to preserve, 
and not to destroy or alter, any evidence relating to the above-captioned case. 

 Pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-903 et seq., Defendant is entitled to “the complete files 
of all law enforcement agencies, investigatory agencies, and prosecutors’ offices involved in the 
investigation of the crimes committed or the prosecution of the defendant.” The term “file” 
includes “the defendant's statements…witness statements, investigating officers' notes…or any 
other matter or evidence obtained during the investigation of the offenses alleged to have been 
committed by the defendant.” N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-903(1)(a). The term “’investigatory agency’ 
includes any public…entity that obtains information on behalf of a law enforcement agency or 
prosecutors’ office in connection with the investigation of the crimes committed…” N.C. Gen. 
Stat. § 15A-903(1)(b1). 

 Defendant shows unto the Court: 

1. That the Defendant has been charged with one (1) count of Abduction of Children in 
violation of N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-41. 

2. That law enforcement officials obtained a warrant for arrest on July 25, 2024, relying 
entirely on information provided by Durham Child Protective Services (“CPS”), which 
operates under Durham County Department of Social Services (“DSS”). See Exhibit A.  

3. That according to law enforcement, DSS employees were in contact with law enforcement 
officers throughout their entire investigation on July 25, 2024, and July 26, 2024. See 
Exhibit B.  

4. That, as result of such conduct, DSS is an “investigatory agency” under 15A-903(1)(b1). 

5. That preservation of the evidence referenced in this motion is essential to ensure 
Defendant her right to a fair hearing, right to confrontation of witnesses, right to prepare 
a defense on her own behalf, right to effective assistance of counsel, right to due process 
of law guaranteed by the North Carolina and United States Constitutions, and all other 
rights not herein enumerated. 



 
WHEREFORE, Defendant respectfully requests that the Court order DSS to preserve all 

evidence on personal and professional electronic devices, including but not limited to notes, 
emails, text messages, call transcripts, and reports between the Durham Police Department and 
DSS relating to this case, from the time of first contact between DSS and law enforcement on 
July 25, 2024, until Defendant’s arrest on July 26, 2024. 

 

Respectfully submitted this 2nd day of October 2024. 

 

/s/Janki Kaneria 
Janki Kaneria (NCSB #54879) 
janki@scsj.org 
 
/s/Dominique Erney 
Dominique Erney (NCSB #62345) 
dominique@scsj.org  
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The undersigned hereby certifies that they have served the foregoing notice on opposing 
counsel via email:   
 

Brooks B. Stone 
brooks.b.stone@nccourts.org  
 
This the 2nd day of October 2024. 

    
/s/Janki Kaneria 
Janki Kaneria (NCSB #54879) 
janki@scsj.org 
 
/s/Dominique Erney 
Dominique Erney (NCSB #62345) 
dominique@scsj.org  
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