
There are currently 136 people 
on North Carolina’s Death row.

12 innocent people 
have been exonerated 
from death row. 

11 exonerees are 
people of color.

Almost 

80% 
were tried before the law changed 
to allow defendants access to the 
prosecution’s entire file.

25% of people on death row in North 
Carolina have exhausted the 
ordinary course of their appeals.
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of people on 
death row are 60 
years old or above
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42% 

93
were tried before the 
creation of the Office of 
Indigent Defense Services, 
established to safeguard 
the provision of qualified 
capital defense counsel.

OVER 

68% 
of death row was 
sentenced before 
prosecutors were 
given discretion to 
decide which cases 
should be 
prosecuted 
capitally.

OVER 

68% 

Prior to 2001, North Carolina was 
the only state in the nation where 
prosecutors were required by law to 
seek the death penalty for every 
aggravated first-degree murder. 

This lack of open “discovery” resulted in important 
evidence and witnesses being withheld by the state.

They would be immediately eligible for 
execution if circumstances relating to the 
Racial Justice Act were to change quickly.

NC’s death 
row is the 
5th largest 
in the nation

Prior to 2001, North Carolina did not have a 
statewide system that guaranteed adequate 
funding and training for capital defense attorneys.

System Failure

At least 25 people were 
sentenced to death by 
all-white juries.

At least 30 people were 
sentenced to death by juries 
with only one person of color.

Unjust juries


