
In a new report, 
“State of the South: 
Voting Rights Under 
Assault,” the Southern 
Leadership for Voter 
Engagement (SOLVE), 
documented how 
voters of color, young voters and those 
with disabilities have been targeted 
with repressive laws and policies that 
undermine the hard-fought progress 
secured during the Civil Rights era.

Democracy is in crisis, with a resurgence 
of voter suppression tactics over the last 
decade that hearken back to the days of 
Jim Crow.

No region of the country has been more 
affected by this dangerous retreat from 
equitable voting access than the South 
– a 10-state footprint including Alabama, 
Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, 
Texas and Virginia.

VOTING RIGHTS UNDER ASSAULT

STATE OF THE SOUTH
SUMMER 2024

AMONG TH E FI N DI NGS

•	 Voter turnout is lower in the South than 
any other part of the country.

•	 Anti-voter laws in states have led to:
•	 Increased criminalization of the vot-

ing process, targeting vulnerable 
voters and those that assist voters.

•	 Reduced ability to vote-by-mail and 
cast ballots early as well.

•	 Unfair voting maps with race dis-
crimination challenges brought in 9 
of 10 Southern states.

•	 Felony disenfranchisement in every 
Southern states keeps millions from 
voting, including 1 in 19 Black adults.

R EAD TH E R EPORT BY SCAN N I NG 
TH E QR CODE OR VIS IT 

SOUTH ER NCOALITION.ORG.

JOIN US AT SOLVE TO PROTECT 
THE VOTE 
Contact us at solve@scsj.org.
SOLVE is a project of Southern Coalition for 
Social Justice.

“How do you destroy democracy? One bite at a time, 
and they’re biting and biting and biting away our 
democracy. I’m just hoping that the people wake up.”

Rosemary McCoy, Harriet Tubman Freedom Fighters
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